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S e W has bins to 2 
from the world, and as nel to 
hope from it, he has not been very ſo- 
licitous about the public acceptance of | 
the following pages. But as he ſoberly 
thinks the ſentiments contained in them 
to be true and important, he cannot 
but wiſh to prevent his readers miſtak- 


ing him, which is the only reaſon he 


has for writing a preface. For this 
end it may be proper to inform the 1 | # 
before-hand, that the expreſſion of diſguſt 

Againſt the Pulpit in the title, and xr nf 


ever like expreſſions may occur in the 


following pages, are by no means ins 
tended to ſignify that the office of 'a 
clergyman, or miniſter" of God's word, 


s itſelf a proper ſubject of tidicule: but 
"i 5 gong: 1 1 of Kings, they have a 
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divine right to rule well, but that will 
by no means Tnfer that they have a di- 
vine right to be tyrants: So, we may 
ſay of the goſpel miniſtry, That ſuch as 
God has fitted for that ſcfvics,! have " of 
divine right to ſpeak the truth of God 
as they are able, but we cannot ſay they 


have a divine right to h or or- 
ropt it. Enn nen of 
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TT hor of ik following pages 


no, guſt at the Pulp it, 15 at ihe ele 


" e made of i # 
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> om be enn chat > IH ak | 
gf the goſpel was. propagated at the firſt 
Pi Al eg by preaching, and that 
ill 8 of God for 
| eln ng of, mankind to his 
Jas race, an and for building up p his 
people in chat grac eʒ but it ĩs the Pulpit 
being now Seher ally uſed f in oppoſition 
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; to that gr gg "wich bringeth ſalvation, 
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T 
e det eſtable thing herein 1 


7 that 1 is the deteſtable thing herein cen- 
; ſured. 'The 255 that 1 is. caſt, on the 
12 5 cler of all denominations, by infidels 
and libextines 18 7 very a 
as is every his elſe that 130 
Ft the miſtaken 4 that they 7775 


frie to the reli ion 'of Jef us  Chrilt. 
e the ollowing eſfay could 
15 ſerve to clear them of this charge, 
it might, by that means, reconcile to 
them the men of 1 moſt repute in the po- 
; lite on all RR and, ily 


Mm oy gp 


ft © 


Nor 1 6s PII: to be charged 

with ſo much as the remoteſt wilh for 
| any. change in the Rational eſtabliſh. 

ment, ſince be is ſo well pleaſed wit 
| the preſent national. church, as to 
fully ſatisfied | it could, never be ſucceeded 
by a better. | 11 the x preſent eccleſiaſtical 
eſtabliſhment ſerves the purpoſes of go- 
vernment, and is for the benefit of civil 
ſociety, (as ſeems very evident) it is all 
we can have from any ſuch eſtabliſh- | 
ment * religion: And as ſome religious 
"LY 0 bs pre- 
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anne 


precedency ſeerns abſolutely neckſlary in 
every ſtate, ſuch an eſtabliſhment, and 
ſuch a taleration as we enjoy. in this 
land, is all that any chriſtian can wiſh 
for. For he muſt 95 miſtake the 
religion of Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhould 


think it was at all fit for a national 


church, or poſſible to be Oy, ku 
ys whole nation of this world, 


* Every man muſt ſee the truth of that 
ropchtion of. archbiſhop . Tillotſon's 
85 ith whatever propriety his Lordſhip 
could maintain it) that a nation of this 
world as ſuch, can only be the ſubject of 
temporal promiſes and threatnings, as it 
is not, as a nation, capable of any other 
than temporal rewards and puniſh- 


ments. But all the promiſes and pony 


nings, all the rewards and puniſhments 


connected with the religion of Jeſus 5 


Oh, 


riſt, are eternal; conſequently 1 it can- 
| not be a NT religion. oy 


Any man that thinks it may; would 
wa well to conſider the laws given to 


— Chriſt's diſciples, and try if he can 
_ tank 
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PREF AC E. 


think” of any nation of this world being 
governed by them; ſuch as, 7 ſay unto 
yon, refift not evil, &c. Seek not ye what 


ye ſhall eat, or what ye ſhall drink; neither 
be ye of doubtful mind, For all theſe things 
do THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD Seek 
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As all ant nations have found it 
neceſſary to have an eſtabliſhed reli- 
gion, ſo they have alſo thought it pro- 
per to admit and authorize ſome an | 
entertainments and * J en 
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If the former ſerves to gold loy- 
alty 1 to the ſtate, good neighbourhood, 
and decency of character among the 

ſubjects, theſe are valuable effects, and 
| all * we ought to expect from it. 


of the latter ſerve to poliſh' our man- 

ners, and keep perſons * leiſure and 
diſſſipation out of worſe miſchiefs, they 
alſo have their uſe; for as a late author 
fſſays, © It is better for a man to ſee Sir 
4 Brute acted on the ſtage, than to 


act 
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; : Hs himſelf from the charge of hewg 
an enemy to the clergy, the eſtabliſhed tt 


church, Nor an other body of peaple 


Atom that ünberal and low abuſe 1 * 
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nefit Will counterba a 15 


— 2 


e 


wen, \ wee 
This i all he eee 


Wearing, FARM Mme. ＋ M85 an 


— $26 4 41.3 90112 . 2 VSt! * ye” 


Aale shes the tnadrnthat h i rhe 


N rn grudging them any honours, or 
| m_ that they may obtain, only 


he would Warn 1. one Who, may 


happen 4% liſten a 455 hic, not to, tr 
zhem as fure guides to U 
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The character and aden which the- 
government allots the W in - I 
church of England, and the perſonal 
xcellencies;of many of them of all de- 


nominations, demand our veneration 
, and reſpect, aud ought to ſecure them 
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has been very unjuſtly caſt upon the 
whole body. In ſhort, the following 
pages do not reflect on the clergy for 
being clergy, but for corrupting the 
truth and miſleading their followers. If 
they can be cleared of this blame, the 
Author promiſes to confeſs his fault in 
blaming them, as publicly as he now 
brings the charge. As the reader would 
be very little the wiſer, and not at all 
the better, for knowing who wrote this 
pamphlet, the Author has reaſon to 
think it beſt, for the preſent, to be 
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ho has, learned. his Religies : 7. 
£3 "only rom the Bible, will not be fright. © || 
ned by;any alarming thing, that may, be laid 1 
of; Ar, of nd Yo 
re IN SOIT 19 £174 
399 en. 
The ae of che pamp blet intitled, The 4 
Stage the high Road to Hell, ſeems too mung 
to have neglected this thought, having. ne- 
| yer Product one part f Setipture,, 1 10 Which 
the meer repreſenting. EE . Various characters 


| that 885 bg 158 2 rs 12 His 1 
ov 


bi 
FO 


* 
— 


. 
. 7 "WII —— — u ᷑ͥ — ———6ʒꝓU ä—äũ — —2—— 


* 2 


1 


” 10 any pretence It can have of ſerving the 
cauſc of real e We N the con- 


Ek wa 


TEE 


: analy 88 to the ſouls of men; and 

be had certainly a juſt right to give warning 
of the danger he ſaw. It may indeed be 
queſtioned, whether ſeeing the characters in 
real life, is not yet more dangerous than ſee- 
ing them repreſented on the ſtage; but as it 
is probable neither of us are diſpoſed for a 
cell or a hermitage, we may both do well to 


ſhun the dangers we ſee, and fairly ge © our 


| ep er 277 
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The Author of the following pages, 4 
out diſputing the miſchiefs done by the ſtage, 


or attempting to become an advocate for it, 


claims the ſais right to alarm the public 


1 With warning of another way to perdition, 


much more frequented” and much leſs fuf- 


Pected, and therefore more dangerous than 
that which the #bovemenitioneQ” Ae has 


ee 


CP 09 LAU th eldgr ard 511 To 1041154. 2d 
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Lp Author Bas Pre 8380 hall the 


15 uſed in a way lets” contrary to its pre. 


3 of f ferving the cauſe of morality, ſo the 
18 Pay ges arc intended to prove that 
the ra 18 Ain A manner quite ; AS oppoſite 


ax? 1 11 


* cluſion 


ei reti 
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us, nos thanks to the Stage for it; and if 
there is any Chriſtianity among us, no thanks 
to the Pulpit! It ſhould” ſeem therefore 4 


very little Occafion of grief to a chriſtian, al- 


though it be true, that Many among us 


are of. opinion, that theatrical arnuſements 


preclude the church, and tender the preach-. 


| modeſt man, "ſhould he be told, that one 
houſe of ill fame was“ getti ng the cuſtomers 
from another of equal dr greater *infamy. 
As the Stage is charged with recommending 


evil things under fair-appeatances, fo may 


the Pulpit, with as much greater aggravation 
as the greater pretence to ſolemnity and piety 


can add to it- If Performers on the Stage 


are to be blamed becauſe, p. 4. they of- 


fume a feigned tharafter and utter ſentiments to 
which the heart is a firanger,” how much more 


deteſtable muſt Satans miniſters be, when 
®* transformed as the minifters of righteouſneſs ! 


As to the moral characters either of Preach- 
ers or Players, it ſeems better to drop all 
contention about them; for if Preachers have 
dan found fully as bad, in reſpect of moral 


"wo *\ 2/Cor. xl. 145 15. 3 bas 2 


ing of its miniſters unneceſſary ;” * for this! is Y 
no more to à Chriſtian, tian it would be to 3 T 
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| ; 8 er Player gs, e e 
1 5 grave and facred ptetenßons weremade. 89% 


ſome. ſhould. incline to compare them with, 


and inſtead of inſiſting. on ſuch, compariſans. 
let us only conſider the eyil tendency of their 
TOs I. cannot fully agree, with. this Aus. 


"PP" 


ame and cenſure, will fall where. zþe wpoßt, 


ich this Author's-leave, we will forges; all, 
eyil ſtories he tells. of wicked Players, Jeſt 


many ſtrange ſtories. of naughty Clegymen ; 


or in grudging the Players their, gains, cer 


ing tis no expence to apy, but ſuch as, chuſe 


its vo man is taxed for cheir Mgintainance. 
W they . for the,Clergy., As this Author 
aſſures us, bath, at beginning and end of his 


pexformance,, that his — —— bim 


ments, ve may, wel preiun 7 
Kientious, will readily 1 4 
the. Scriptures, for determination of an 
gueſtion about what ways lead men 49; petdi- 


tion, although he has not eee 


U ee R u urn 


YL 1 een gclo lewom 2111 00 12 
tele bus 3 eee ee his 
„it might have cooled his:2eal-for the 


5 eee cloth, and have reconciled. 
him W the. G well as 


1 5 I 
other e e mor ant 
edly, to the contempt. they 
by plays or any other way, And it might 


have ſhewęd him tao, that however foreign 
ſtage · entertainments may he from che goſpel, 


qr however oppoſite to it, yet that the doc- 


tine pan of the clergy; are no Jeſs. 


fare3gn.or oppoſite a at leaſt a hetter real 
tion of the Bible might have -ſayed. him fm 
the miſtake of attributing: theſ> words to 
2 p. 4, Ded. be heart is detrigui 


becauſe if the Author had regarded the im- 


portagt  conneftiop.. of thoſe. wards-as, they 


and in the prophet, Jeremiah, .cbap., xy . 
5 9. it might Perhaps have ſomewhat a 

his devout. confidence in, t 
ligion. bes e . "nee; ee in 
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Ibodte e deb the — a0 


full -approbation=that celebrated ſaying of 
Plato, as this Author is 'pleaſed to give it 
us: If Virtut was to appear in its nactoe 
= g CO its charms 


A * "a 3891 Due ' I Mo ID 4 {i 7 5 4 
Jer's xvii. 9. 
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deſerve; whether 


above all things and; deſperately; wicked: 1, And 
I the rather take notice of this little miſtake; - 


the Leaders of Re» 


. „ eit „d vin at: bh nit .. 


count of the Son of God, quote wien ſuern 


25 


/, 


Cl 6 1 
uith irre ſiſtible force; captivate/all beuwe⸗ 
8 appear in its native beauty to 
mankind, 'when. the Son of God went about 
on earth doing "ood? + But did the charms 
of virtue middle viſible in him, captivate all 
hearts? A man that has not learning enough 
to be the wiſer for any thing chat Plato or 
Seneca have aid, may clearly fee that this 
zeal for virtue is a very different thing from 
delight in the perfectly virtuous character of 
the Son of God; and that it may ſubliſt 
Na "oy" inglinative” to ROY. that Jaco 
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ion that the word of God, by which we 
be judged at the laſt day, is alone ſuffi 
cient to Point out to us the danger of all the 
various ways in which men go down to de- 
ſtruction. Tis only by this word that the 
pernicious nature, and damnable tendency of 
che modern Pulpit- Entertainments can be diſ- 

covered. And if that word does not warrant 
all that follows, zit will be in vain for the àau- 
thor to talk of good meanings and pious 
vibes. It is regard to the doctrines and com · 
ents of men, that makes the word of 
30d of none effect, and leads men to ſtrain 
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thor above refer d to ſhould appear to be do- 
ing ſo, he is far from being ſingular. But if 
the religion of Jeſus Chriſt as preached by him 


and his apoſtles, he permitted to determine 
which is the broad way thatdeadeth todeſtrucs 
tion, and which the ,narrow:way':thatleadeth 


to life eternal, we may come to find no leſs 


occaſion to ſaund the alarm to the Preachers 
and their followers, than to Comedians and 


their admirers-. And, however ange de 
is the purpoſe: of the following pages is to 
ſhew,: that the danger of the k Rowan to 
perdition is hy far the greataſt, becauſe moſt 
trodden and leaſt ſuſpected. :Whether this is 


true or no is ſuſpended on the: proof of the 


owing Sper ; 
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cndiitaicigtheſelpropokaidls e ſnall not he 


fatally put to the bluſh, although we Ihould 


neither pleaſe men diſtinguiſhed. by their pi- 
ety; nor yet the adyocates for thoſe amuſe, 
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dauer, Noe indeed en we at al. e 


; down to hell, may deſerve a ſober inquiry. 
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bel rannot bedoubted; ase Teſtament 
i$:t0:dererininewmpon:n, {6 kng ad Chriſt's 
at unt afithe Phariſces is to/be found theres = 
for''they arg puſitively det larud to“ bi the 


; children of helle and in a way! that + could 


not eſcape damnation. He who: knew what 


was in man, ceſtiſiect of them thut 9 They wert 
of their fabberodbe devi nh, οü⁴ do bil 
monte: and he ſcaroe pronounced: a woe on 


any of tlie ſuis of men i which they were 
1 bee Lohn $i en 50 91743 
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But ! he pn in pee thi thts | 
ent plioplerfaumt a devout: way to hell, 


for it is of no importance io us, if we ard i 


for the way to heaven in which they went 
nd nannot i de this without ebnſideving 


heir way and. difcovering how! ſo: plaufiblera 
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dere ver Aypaczices, is true, but then, this, 
was Hen by none hut by him who knew their) 
hearts; for their condnet and appearance *, 


juſtified them before man; and they + i agg. | 


appeared, righteons Io men; Which they could 
not have done if they had. not appeared. go he 
Joncere, haneh, ober, chaſte, and in forte caſes 
bountiful, to the diſtreſs d, as well as fervent i 
their devotions. No man . appear 19 "or 
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h e che; Pharif 18 repreſented as 1 | 
bimſelf in his prayers h i8 true, but he is ot 
charged with lying before his Maker when | he 


ſays, © I am not as other men are, extortioners, 


unjuſt, adulterers, ar even as this publican. 1 
twice in tbe week, J. give tithes of all that 
Poſſeſs - ſo that we are {till allowed, 70 think 
what he. aid of kimſelk e way true.” Their 
knowledge about religious matters was 0 
highly eſteemed, as that their judgment about 


_ Chriſt, was thought ſufficient-to be oppoſed to 
| the evidence that attended tis miracles, and 


the unavoidable cbncluſton againſt” him is 
hinted by their ſaying, + Have any of the Fulers 
9 of oe E. nor believed 5 Their zeal for 
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the divine law, lead them to be very rap 


lous of any approach towards a breach of it * 


therefore they gave tithes of all that they y Poſ. 
ſeſſed, even mint, anniſe, and. cummin, and . 


all herbs.” They obſerved Chriſt's diſciples 
rubbing ears of corn in their hands on the 


abbath, and were offended; they defired the 


people that needed healing to come on other 
days and be healed, and not on the ſabbath; 
ſo that they were a kind of socrtTy ror rE- 
FORMATION OF MANNERS. And then, fo ſo, 


licitous were they that meg of other nations 


might enjoy the divine law with them +; that 
they compaſſed ſea and land to make a r preſchte 


from t the heathen nations. 


This Wort ſketch of the Phariſees charafter 
(which, might have been much enlarged) | 
ſhews, that as far as men can ſee of one an- 
other, they had a good title to the place they 
held as firſt rate examples of human righteouſ- 


nebs... And this Jeſus ſeems to allow when (he 


being about to ſhew how much farther the 
divine law extended than either his diſciples | 


or the Jews thought) he ſaid to his diſciples, 
$ Except your righteouſneſs exceed the righteouſ- 


veſs of wo . and Phariſees, ** ate in na 


+2 Math. Wil. 15, : 8 Math. v.20. * 
5 4 205 caſe 


tus 


Bay. ſaying, . they are going devoutly to 
hell. . Nor can we think that Saul of 7 arſus 
Was Hogular 3 among them when, zouching the 
righteouſneſs that is of the law 175 they nd he. 
underſtood it) be was blameleſs. Or that they 
were leſs. perſwaded of being right; ör let 
lincere, than he was, when he vz 
ThoyGHT be ouGuT 70 4% m many things 50 
to the name of Feſus of Nazareth: According] 
they x were as forward to claim a peculiar rela- 
tion to God as any under the Chriſtian name 
Lan be, and ſald, s bade ome father even 
| God. And to this they had the ſanction of 
all that were eſteemed for ſtation in the church, 
or for wiſdom and piety, ſo that we cannot 
* dect to ſee them outdone, either in their 
character for piety and devotion, their 
Ap in wiſdom and righteouſneſs, or 
their confident claims on the peculiar favour 
of God. To perſons thus diſtinguiſned from 
the common herd of mankind, it muſt be 
always very provoking to hear Jeſus ſay, 
+ Publicans and harlots go into the kingdom of 
God before you: Or yet more ſeverely; & Ze 
ſerpents, ye generation of wipers, how can ye 
ese the damnation Wh bell? And in ee to 
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were rigbteaus, and 4 e others. . And thi Fi 
the ſame, account as Paul gives of, th "wine 


Sz 


when,-he-ſays, I bear . them, record ths 6 


| ave 2 zeal of God, But not 22 
ledge. For they. being. ignorant of God's 5 5 


 eouſneſs, ond going about to. eftablif 1. 0 


righteauſueſs, have not. ſubmitted themſelves to 
the;righteoufueſs of Cad. This watrants,us'to = 


fay with the greateſt confidence, _ ward 
vout people, however diſtinguiſhed, by the 
Chriſtian name, if they are truſting in them: 


ſelves that they are righteous, and going 


about to eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, | are 


following them to perdition in the ſame: de- 


* wan. This e oy way, clexrita the) 
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the geek of hiedepiaia upen the evidence 
thar:ſhall be produced of. their leading men to 
truſt in - themſelyes;:that they. are .righteous, 
Tis plain the Phariſees did not think them- 
ſelves -abſolu:cly ſidlaſa, but comparatixely ſo, 
as eing much -nearer: to the kingdom of 
beaven than publie an, and harlots f hut they 
never meant to deny that they had human, in- 
firmities and failing ele why did they faſt 
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| And indeed we find "IT not free of ſal. 


Pician, leſt they were ſtill deficient, and all 
was nat quite right with them: one af them 
enquires of Cbriſt. Hahas good thing ſhall. I da 
that: Iman inherit eternal life? I baue kept all 
the commanuments, whit | lack I yet ? So thay 
theſe as well as modern devout people had 
their doutns. and; fears leſt they were, not quite 
meet for ete 
that, they aſcribed, all the difference. between 
them and orhers to a work of divine ger. 
and ſaid, Cod I thank thee chat, Lam not as 
other men are. N Jay after all they ſeem j jea- 
lous that che whole: lay is too extenſive for 
them; and cherefore they wanted to find 

what was the main thing in religion, that if 
they ſhould be found wanting in ſome circum- 
895 | ſtantials, 
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twice in the weeks: af they had no ſin to con- 


life. We may allo, obſerve, 
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being ſound in fundamentals, and having the 


( 1 
Sandal yet they nn 


root of the matter in: them? therefore ont᷑ of 
them aſlcethi of Jeſus, Maſter, which is tlie 
great commandment in che la Their great 
miſtake therefore was no more than this: They 
thought that God u regard and accept 
them on account of that diffetence which him- 


ſelf had made between them and others, by 


implanting in them à principle of grace; 
leading them to * fin, and regard his 
lay, 

16, 10. 9311-0 a bad ew ba»bai 1 
he eee the bug 
of devout people in our” day, would be too 
obvious ta need any more words about it, 
were it not that the modern Phariſees confeſs 


Chriſt in Words, and ſay much about ſalva- 


tion by him; whereas thoſe ancient Phariſees 
called him a blaſphemer, and crucified him as 
ſuch. In order thertforè to prove that the 
modern docttine of the pulpit leads men to 
the ſame awful end, in tlie ſame pernicious 


Way, as that in which the Jews fumbled, and 
fell, aud were broken, aud ſnared, and taken; 


we muſt prove that it is for ſubſtance the 
e as ROK" And if this Arias be Found 
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truſted in themſelves that they were righteous 
and deſpiſed others, the concluſion muſt be, 
that whatever they pretend, they believe not 


the record that God hath given of his Son; 


and +. He that believeth not ſpall be damned, 
As the great miſtake. both of ancient and mo- 


dern Phariſees is concerning acceptance with 


- God, and a title to his favour, it may be ne: 
22 to ſtate the ſcriptural account of 1 it 


with, 
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The ſcriptural account of this matter is, 


That God found none -righteous, uo, not one 


among the ſons of men; and that he pro- 
nounced a curſe on them all, becauſe they 
had not continued in all things written in bis 
lam to do tbem. 
God, declared in his law, could not be main- 
rained, and fin againſt that law paſs unpuni- 
ſhed, he: was pleaſed to lay on his Beloved 
Son the iniquities of all with whom he par- 


took in fleſn and blood, that he might de- 
liver them from ibe curſe of the law, being 
made a: Curſe for them., When he had fully 


honoured the law by obeying it, and Fan 
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2 rene Himſelf well pleaſed ame 
for fin; and Has Put it dut ef all 
Bf by bis rain ln om the dead, we 
Mn 1 1955 A eh bop? of the eternal Bidet. 
221 0 other way 6 by bis rdſurrifiion om 
e, fot te ; A ws 'dectpred id 
8 Fil 6 in * : 15 Z Nothing chere 
fore ou 00 t (and nötküng but ſome deſttuc“ 
tive lie 2 deliver us from the fear of tie 
curſe of God's law, but his being made a curſe 
for ners, and muiſei again fur thei? funf ca- 
ien. Talis was all he Ppropoſed io his fervunt 
John When ſuffering! baniſhment for his ſake, 
and When dying with fear at the ſiglit of bis 
Lord: Fru nat, I am the firſt. and. the. laſt + 
I ani bt tbat verb un wks dead; and Gebold 
I am alive for evermore, amen; ad haut the 
4% K. of” belt and of deb. This then, is the 
great po point eB in view in trying tit 
Tpitirs' whether the y are) of God, vir froth 
what ariſes their! ape e Bai 6 for, o, 
whit i be reaſon ey ge that men map 
not deſpair! When, conſcious of fing they 
Hine vf Tanding befere God in judg 
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5 Whine they themſelves are in diſtinction from 
thoſe 10 periſh; or eſſe it muſt be, the work 
df tlie Son 5f God. The former was the red 
Won of che Phariſees hope; the latter is the 
teaſdn of hope among Chis diſciples! Who- 
Exer lead ned to the former as a reaſon f 
their hope, are as the Phariſces were, + blind 
Kaders' of the Bund, and, if the blind lead the 
Bund, both all fall into the itch. And ift 
them is fulfilled what the Prophet complained 
br, g the leulbrs of this phople cauſe them to err, 
tn they. hat ate led of them art defiroye * 
Now if the reader is heartily agreed with me 
Yhar the hing e of good hope 18 not that by 
Which one rb is made more commendable 
g in this world than another. but that in the 
Son of God by which E A is diſtinguiſhed from 
All meer men, even that he did no ſin, nor 
was gulle found in his mouth : if (1 fay) the 
Nader is agreed to ſay; God forbid that T ſhout 
|» oo I our Lord Jeu Chriſt, 
have no doubt of his coticurrence, in ex- 
poſing every falſe ways however reſpectable 
"the names that patronize it, with ſack confi- 
"Fence as the Apoſtle had when he 'faid, YI 
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man a liar. Nor will he heſitate. to ſay, that 


Lt. 


 /qunto you than that oe the apoſtles avid 
Let him be accurſed. Let God be true, and every 


he that believes, not. that doctrine which the 


apoſtles were ſent to preach to the nations, 
let him be as morally, devoutly, ſincerely, 
or experimentally N as ever finful man 
was, ſhall be damned. In comparing the 


modern doctrines with, and trying them by 
the divine rule, I ſhall take the liberty to re- 
reſent them in my own words, that L may 


fave myſelf and my readers the labour lf 


large and numerous quotations. In doing 
this I-ſball confine myſelf to this fiogle, but 
the moſt important, point, viz. to ſhew how 


| the modern Miniſters of Religion encourage 


W Sk as to OS for 23 . 5 


acer Haettis 483 . ed 
""Þy Pe, we are told, 1 a ſober, urin 
26, meer h ife, is the beſt Preparative for 


; and that conſciouſneſs of this has been 


4 ny to the heart of many. 4 well diſpoſed 


chriſtian, when going out of this world. They 
aſſure us that conſciouſneſs of integrity, and juſt 


intention in life and action, may make. a man ſur- 


. vey his paſt life without diſmay, although ſome 
: frailties may be found about him which ſerve to 
vu. that be was but 4 wan, and in Tf 
dis . 4 I wi 
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«x have only to obſerve on hit wie 5 1 
he” that if a man has not finned, he ba it 
furely live, be ſhall not die. If he has, fin nech 
Bis righteouſneſs ſhall not profit bim; he is un- 
der the curſe which God has unalterably] pro- 
nounced on ſuch as continue not in all things ; 
Written in the Book of the law to do them; i 
there is no difference between him and 
others, for all have ſinned. and come ſhort, of 
the glory of God. Deliverance from this 
curſe comes only from Chriſt being made a 
curſe for us; and be that believeth not is con: 
demned already, becauſe be hath not believed on 
#be name of the only begotten Sen ef God. . 80 
that if there be any teachers of this hape, 
there are at leaſt ſo many inſtances of the 
| truth of the propoſition. For this doctrine 
ſtands thus: The virtuous man, although ne 
free from ſin, hath a hope of eternal life, ſuc 
as the vicious man hath no foundation for, 
and ought not to entertain. But why, Su 
if God will be pleaſed with leſs than perfect 
rightcquſneſs, who told them that be will not 
be Pleaſed without any at all? The law te 
quires perfect righteouſneſs; who hath 125 
it? or rather who hath figraced 3, 8 . 


e Romans il. 22, 3 1 Jchn iii. 18. | 
| Ds © by, 
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Beger & Now we bnow that, * 
Heuer the lat ſaith, 10 Jaith to them that ar arg 
| ae the law : that every nuoulb 1 may "be ſhops 

ped, and all the world may become Euull beforg 
- God. This pretence of virtue is One ot 
| ke in Which men, called a ay ps ru 
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tis and piety ate ſo orthodox as, b to thank Go 
| batt ods not as other Jay are, + Soph 
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| Others, who ſay leſs GE gs 5 piety 5 


s the reaſon of hope, and do not boaſt of the 
upreme energy of theſe to make mens peace 


5 wnfeignedly Believe the boly goſpel, we may en⸗ . 
tertain fuch hopes as the unbelievers, and im- 
e are ſtrangers to, and ought not to | 
Fel Now this way of talking 's may 
= em to have as _ ſcriptures for it as 

| importing chat he that believes in Jeſus 0 
- Chriſt is juſtified by him. Yer if we examine 

ir, we may Hind that it hinges all the hope of 
| A finer on the Fincerity of his faith and re- 

- pentance, as much as, in the former caſe; it 
s hinged on piety and virtue. If I unfeign- 
Eo vary, &c. POR argc EE, 
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1 th God, tell us, if we fntetely repent and - 


Pk. gol Ne IP LP, 
rns # 5 conceit of) my. 
I. get this hope, 
found — 4 in 
m mykelf that 1 am ah nie ug py Cer, 
| rity 1s 1 And thus my hope de- | 
pends on that by which I am diſtinguiſhed 
from infidels. and hypoerites. It is, true, 
every ſincere penitent, and unfeigned believer 
22 has good hope; but then 
his hope does 2 from any aſſurance of 
his own ſincerity, but from what the truth, 
which he believes. reſtifies, about the ſince- 
rity of Chriſt's ; and the perfection of 
his Vork. The hope thar ariſes from, our fin- 
Serity in any thing, is certainly a very differ= | 
ent. hope from that which comes by hearing 
Chriſt fay, Fear. Bot, I am be that een ond | 
was dead, &c.. This truth, believed in the 
| bo may and will produce a joy that is un- 
ſpeakable and full, of glory; while, yet-the 
man who beheves it, is far from finding, or 


i wiſhing te find, as a ſource of hope, any rea- 


ſon to vouch for the ſincerity, of his. heart, 

which, this very truth gives him to know, is 
deceitful above all things and deſperately wicked. 
It is becauſe this lincerity 1 is a thing not ſo 8 
| ealily proved, that Chriſtians, after they have 
. faith and repentance, are exhorted 
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faith," and to prove themſelves, &c. We 1 

therefore confident to ſay, ler the faith about 
which men are ſuppoſed to be o unfe; 

employed, be expreſſed never fo denpturaly, 
and believed never ſo ſincerely, yet it is not 
the faith of God's elect, if the hope it gives 
does not ariſe” wholly from the truth they 
believe, excluſive of any dependance on the 
+ fincerity of their belief. Nothing is more 

common than for men to take it for granted 

that their faith is unfeigned, and their repen- 

' tance ſincere; and yet it is ae very common | 
to ſee the hypocriſy of both expoſed. in 
the lives of thoſe who are thus flattering 

_ themſelves, © We muſt therefore conclude 

That the goſpel affords a reaſon of hope and 
joy to ſinners, without any occaſion for a cons 
ceit of their own ſincerity to encourage their 
hope: And that our faith can never be proved 

to be unfeigned, but by its having the fame 
effects as it uſed to have in all ſuch who knew 
the grace of God in truth, God pürifies the 
hearts of men by the faith; and "it is only 
faith working by? love to Chriſt's name, that 
can prove it to be unfeigned; and that out 


hope and) joy are not thoſe of the EF Ie? 
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Now that 5 of eternal life muſt be falle 
and deſtructive, which is not fou Ir nded on that 

which gives a /itle to eternal life. Our defec- 
tive ſincerity does not give a title to eternal 
fe, elſe is Chriſt dead in Fain: "therefore 
hope derived from it is only a hope which 
ſhall petiſh,” like the hope of the peer 
And all the pulpits uſed for promoting this 
hope which will make aſhamed, are ſo many 
ien La ae being a * to 
hell. Wen Deng 6" 
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But Ute the buſtle men mt 
ond ſincerity will be granted, and the ad- 
vocates for that doctrine deſpiſed as legaliſts, 
ot ſome other name out of repute amongſt 
orthodox people; and all this, by ſuch as 
chffer from them only in their taking a wider 
circuit, to come at laſt into the ſame road. 
The difference is, that inſtead of calling their 
idol Ancerity, they chuſe to call it grace, er- 
perience, or the new creature, the better to 

diſguiſe their deceit and cds their party. 
We may the better underſtand theſe deceivers 
by attending to their way of ſpeaking com- 
fort to their followers, when dejected with 
che conſciouſneſs of guilt and fear of divine 
9 IN be "repreſent! in a ſhore 


EXPE- 


7 ; % . 
Exferimenta Atalogic | 
this W one of his devant or wy 
21 „ inn 2 — * 2 7- | 
8 n n ee init Para is 
RT -/7 7 n 
deter of death, as I Roo not what will 2 
dome of me if I die e 1 an 


iS » 


of e GOO: ao hag 


- 


#5 
erer ng | 


{.! 
| TSodk a& #4 WIR IE) 1 ANI 1 * 612 Fx Y" 22 


© Price, 2 Mür : ruth Af "of 
death and its confequences ? you Bam 
died for finners, and ſuch as are /en/ible ſin- 
Hers, e eee en ſwlFnot 
oils Uns ante 180 Init end 3udda 


* + 1 * 2 |: 9g . * 15 % F.C 2 1 4 1 1 ** 25 ö 27 TL W 4 
ll 441 *. 144 © . 51 4 | KBS . iS 505 1 * * Penn 
N 


'Y. 0 at 17 de * 9 mo ig 

ners give . mie, eng he did not Io 705 | 
ſinners © Hut as 1 Fe 5 ys, he laid down . 
for his theep, J #ant © know that 1 am 6 


As. | 


f his ſhee . 8 on N ZE, * 1 * all A one I " 
— 
0 ® 2+ x * b „ : 
e #4 2 — nd yoo rden leon 
9 — 4 p 


03 nod i Auna Gn i 10 ew 

. 1 ant it en give you no conifort to 
Kan, only in general, that Chriſt died for 
erg: hut has he not made you a fehle 
fmnner ? J. 8, one awakened and eohwinced of 
a? In chis he hath begun the good work f 
eee to he 
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uy er Jeſue Chriſt: From this you ought 
to take comfort, 4s à token that OTE on 
of his ſheep. A choſen veſſel. 
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Whether the good Work is begun in me or 


Kor; becauſe I find my; heart unaffected, and 
my mind v yäniderii 
religious exerciſes. 1 do not find thoſe com- 

tab frames, and Warm affeckions; that 


oer eld, ad Wise 1 ke _ by 
» others.” "© ben: 
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che ſpirit of Gon. tall pleaſe to thine c on his 


dyn work ; but yet y du ought not to indulge ö 


pour undelevin 8 1552 about your | fate. 
Tus Is fading foundatibns, and doing diſho- 
hour to the ſpirit of God, to call in queſtion. 
kis Wörle, and deny his evidence, by admit- 
Ung theſe doubts ibour Al FREE 509 1 have er 
perienced. een the 


* But is it not poſſible FR kh Kive 
dvceived myſelf; about my being born again? 
This is the thing I fear, ſeeing I have ſu much 
fin remaining unimortified in my heart, and 
: Sack ne _ fear mY mY WOW, Heer 
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pP. I cannat * it is e impellble 
for a perſon to think himſelf regenerate when 
he is not ſo; but however ſuch may deceive 


themſelves, you have plain facts for evidence 


of it: the change that has taken place in you 
is undeniable. You was once careleſs about 
your ſoul and eternity, now you have deep 
and hearty concern about them. 'You uſed 
to ſin without remorſe, now, though you do 
ſometimes fall, yet it is a grief to you. You 
uſed to be indifferent about Chriſt and his 
righteouſneſs, now the language of your heart 
is, None but Chriſt. You uſed to ſlight, or 


it may be deſpiſe the people of God, now 


you love them, and not only in your own 
party, but in all the profeſſions of chriſtianity. 
This is ſuch a change as ſhews that you are 
not now dead in treſpaſſes in ſins, but may 
ſay, e I was once blind, now 1. 

E. This does ws. comfort; me 2 
little, but then Ig loſe-i it 00 and am 


| Pre? after all. 


P. But ee not be ſuſpicious af the aa 
of the is of God, for you cannot deny but 
you 
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vou hive found your heart's defire to embrace 
Chriſt, and cloſe with him, as offered to you 
in the goſpel. You have found much love to 

him, and have had many love tokens from 


him; and have been enabled to ſay, My be- 


loved is mine, and I am his. Now you muſt 
call to mind theſe years of the right hand of the 


done all this in you will caſt you een 
for he hincrh paring _ ON OLE 
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of experimental divinity; but nothing can be 


plainer than that the hope ſqueezed out of this 
ſort of reaſoning, reſts as much on the truth 
of their regeneration, as it does in the former 
inſtance on the ſincerity of their faith and re- 
pentance. And both of theſe are foreign to 


the: hope given by the goſpel, which reſts, 


neither more nor leſs on any thing wrought in 


him to whom it gives hope, but merely on 
_ this teſtimony, that Jeſus Chriſt was delivered 


to death for the offences of ſinners, and red, 
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dieb as r is a man's aten which | 
gives him hope before God, we muſt ſay of 
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ati as it provides the moſt - exquifite gra- 

;  difiearion” for devout pride, abuſes the moth 

| iniporrant ſeripture phraſes and declarations 
to the vileſt purpoſes, and even makes ton- 

Teisdde Riche) or of their party for feat of the 

grievous ſin of unbelief; and by aldrming 
their apprehenſion, left queſtioning t this evi- 


dence” of their being regenerate, ſhould: -be 
fone approach toward he e ln 
N the Ba Ghoſh,” FG got IH 
TO "inſtance my in one more 1 of bes- 
ple called Chriſtians; which makes our ſur- 
vey almoſt: univerſal. | Others make a murky 
ſhorter cut into the ſame road as the veſf, and 
. withour troubling themſelves or their hearers 
about regeneration or experiences, allure 
them and urge them to believe that Gad hath BY 
 made'a grant of Chriſt and all his benefits to 
all mankind, ſo as to give ſufficient ę 
for any man to appropriate them to himſelf, 
and fay without Teſerve or hefitatian, Chriſt 
loved me and gave himſelf for me, ſo that I 
1 never e wy have OT oy | 
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And, if this appropriation be waa in the 
word of God, the abſolute aſſurance of cn 
life muſt. certainly | be inſeparably connecte 

with i it. But what 1 is the ground 'of the hope 
that comes this: way? If” Chrift pave hirnfelF 
for all the human race, and fo for me amon ng 
the "reſt, F can have no affurance from thence, 
of my ſalvation,” without being affured at the 
Hs time that the whole human race ſhall be 
ſaved.” If my hope depends on being affived 
thar he gave himſelf for me, in a ſenſe in 
which he did not give himſelf for them that 
periſh, on what evidence peculiar to me does 
this aſſurance of his having died for me, as he 
did not for them that periſh, depend? Or in 
other words, as there is no mention or defcrip- 
tion of me in partieular, in the ſeripture-ac- 
count of Chriſt's death, what is there about 
me to aſſure ihe: that he died for me ? The 
anſwer « dan only be, becauſe I have been en-; 
abled to appropriate Chriſt and all his benefits 
to myſelf; which thoſe others have not been 
enabled to do. Thus the hope of eternal life 
does not "ariſe folely from what -Chriſt has 
done, but in part at leaſt on what I have been 
_ "enabled to do, and by doing it, to diſtinguiſh 
wyſelf from others. Nay ſo important is this 
appropriating act, that all that which Chriſt 
5 me without it 


ac 


Now 7 


r 
a 5 : 


Now if 1 COT be permitted, with proper der 
ference to my ſuperiors, I would expoſtulate 
a little with all theſe different parties, and fay, 
Why all "this difference and animoſity among 
people that are really agtecd. i in the main? 6 
For ſurely that which can give hope to a fin- 
ner before his Maker, muſt be the main thing 
in religion. As all arg agreed that it is a good 
diſpoſition of mind brought forth into act and 
exerciſe that gives hope, why-ſhould they dil-. 
agree about the name they call it by? If one 
calls it the habits of virtue and pieiy: Another 
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calls it Ancere repentance and unfeigned faith 2: | 
Another, ibe abunge wrought in man by the ſpirit, 
of God: implanting a principle f grace in bim 
And another. calls it, tbe att of appropriation :. 
why: ſhould they differ about words and 
names, ſeeing they might even exchange | 
names with each other without injuring, the 
main thing in any of their ſyſtems at all? But 
whether theſe things can be compromiſed. or 
not, matters little to any lover of the goſpel 
which Chriſt and his apoſtles preached, for 
neither party have any thing to do with that 
goſpel but to corrupt it. After all that has 
been ſaid, it will be no furpriſe to the reader 
to be told that modern chriſtianity is a very 
different religion from that which Jeſus Chriſt 
20 Th and - 
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and bis apoſtles taught... That it differs From 

it in that which is the main thing | in any reli- 
gion; even, what it is that can give hope to 

a dying ſinner, who is to be eternally happy 


or miſerable. If it ſhould be enquired, where 
may that religion be ſeen which Chriſt and his 
apoſtles taught ? The anſwer is, In the Bible, 
and no where in any other form than it ap- 
pears in there. He that has learned from his 
Bible what chriſtianity was, and how it ap- 
peared at the firſt, will immediately know it 
from all FRY if he ſhould A it in adde 

Fairly to examine the various ider pre- 
tenſions to chriſtianity,” we muſt compare the 
effects of it in the lives of its profeſſors, with 
the effects produced i in the beginning among 
them that believed and knew the grace of 
God in truth. It cannot be doubted: bur the 
fame ſentiments will produce the ſame effects 
in all that really believe them to 8 45 end of 
the world. | N 5 
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cor god rie bring ers forth good- fruit, zut a 
#orruft tret vingoth forth evil fruit. 1 goon 
166 bam Bring forth evil fruit: neither kun 
corrupt rris bring fortb good: fruit: Wherefart 


by theiy: fruit ye fhall\krigw them; By this di- 
vine rule we ought to judge and to be judged: 


And whetiever we ſer among profeſſbrs f 
_ ehtriſtianity; a ravening after riches; honour; 
_ eſteem, influence, or any other thing contrary 
to the humble and ſelf-denying character of 
the Sen of God, we can be at no loſs. toknow 
what is hidden under the ſheep's cloathing, | l 
H we ſee real chriſtianity, we ſhall find a-peo- 
ple, although in a great trial af  affiifiion +] 
deep poveriyy abounting-in the riches f their h- 
berality ; and eſteeming this only to be pure an | 
wndafled religion before God and the Father, to 
w the fatberlafs bnd abe idew in their alice 
tion, and to keep themſelves unſpotted from the 
world: and eſteeming that an impure and cor- 
rupt religion. that teaches men apologies . for 
-the neßlect of this, But if v we bock on mo- 


fort and ſe&, courting r popu- 
Aarity, — their elerical day and 
. Fremnes' 
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incomes by 997 0 mean in 3 poner, laying, . , 
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| 5 ſhall know. them, 145 be that 1 
5 . Chriſt, ought himſelf 4% fo my walk, . 
even 4 be be woalked.” Every c one muſt ſee bo 
eaſy it would be 16 lay the. contraſt between. 
ancient and modern chriſtianity to a. rea. 
length; but this ſpecimen, may fuffice.roſhew,, 
that we eanhot call the chriſtianity com- 
monly. profeſſed in Europe, under vatiqus. 
forms, the gn taught by Jeſus Chriſt 3; 
without putting darkneſs for light, and light» 
for darkneſs, calling evil good, and good. evil. 
H it appears that the modern doctrine of he 
ulpits, although diverſified enough td be 
named Laion, is calculated to promote a de- 
luſtve, and deſtructive hope, and that the 
teachers and abettors of ſuch doctrine are alſo 
che example of an impure and corrupt religion, 
that does not teach its votaries; and influence 


: them, to deny all ungodlineſs. and worldly , 
luſts, and to nie ſoberly, -righteouſly,,- ad 
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tet in * this reſent b world, we. muſt. ebn⸗ 
_ clude and maintain that we have proved, that 
rhe pulpit has abundantiy more right than the 
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run thus. hat "muſt we think of men 
who make it theit whole e buſineſs to draw in 
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the deceitful arts and dren 


oe” which their genius and intere * 0 BE 
« peſt! May they not be conſide 


«. mons in a human ſhape, who thus purſue 
firſt deceiver? Are 
. they not the worſt enemies of mankind # 


4 mies, and muſt be deemed by all that fear 


ö 2 Gods greater deſtroyers than murderers and 


+. highway robbers.z for What are life. and 
property if weighed in a balance with eter- 
a nal ſalvation ? Ox What is the guilt of thoſe 
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